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Dear Readers,

Wow, the month of March is finally here, can spring be far away? Looking out of my
office window, it seems like spring is here as most of the snow is gone. Already we had a few
days that we felt the spring temperatures and soon the dreary cold days of winter will be a
distant memory. Flower bulbs will be popping up. We will have longer days. St. Patrick and
St. Joseph day and spring break are right around the corner. Let's not forget March
Madness for our sport fans: basketball tournament time! Yes, you can watch different
college basketball games on TV or you can support and cheer for them in person by
attending our own PRCUA Basketball Tournament on March 21st in Whiting, Indiana -
less than 20 miles from Chicago! It will be fun and we will make sure that you will have
great seats so you won’t miss a single basket or blocked shot. The hosts are also making
sure that you will have a wonderful time. I do hope that many of you will attend and take
part in the tournament by participating or just cheering for your favorite team!

Spring is also a time of renewal and growth. Now is time to put behind what was and
start focusing and looking forward to rosier economic forecasts, and a better life for you and
for our organization. It is important for all of us to start focusing on making our fraternal
more visible in the community and beyond. If you believe that the culture and heritage that
your parents and grandparents handed down to you is important, then you know how
important the PRCUA is in preserving the Polish ways. Encourage your family and friends
to join the PRCUA and share the same history, traditions and heritage that you do. If you
want to make certain that your children and grandchildren carry on Polish traditions, sign
them up in the PRCUA. We provide a variety of social, religious and cultural activities,
Polish language schools and dance schools. For sport buffs we have national basketball,
bowling, golf and softball tournaments. We also offer scholarships and students loans to
eligible members. Our members are encouraged to take part in social activities and actively
participate in society and district leadership and events which enrich the lives of our
members and their families. It is important to be visible not only in your society and
district, but also in your community. After all, when someone is looking to join an
organization, they choose the one they remember seeing or hearing about. It is so easy to
sign up new members; just call your local deputy or the home office or satellite offices to
find out more about our affordable Life Insurance and Annuity products. The PRCUA is
committed to providing products that will give our members peace of mind, financial
security and needs-based protection in each stage of their lives. It is important for our
organization to grow. Call your relatives and friends and ask them to join the oldest Polish
fraternal organization - the Polish Roman Catholic Union of America.

On Friday, January 23, an
, evening dedicated to Mieczyslaw

Haiman's work and life was held

at the Polish Museum of America.

Mieczyslaw Haiman was a writer,

poet, and editor of Polish

newspapers in Buffalo, Boston,

and Chicago. He also published

books on Polish American history.

J The archival material he collected

became the foundation of the

Polish Museum of America in

Chicago, of which he was the first

curator. The memorial ceremony started with a warm welcome by
the PMA President Maria Ciesla and PMA Director Jan Lorys. The
MC was Malgorzata Kot, PMA Head Librarian. The keynote speaker was Professor Teresa
Kaczorowska, a poet and author of a biography on Haiman. Using the Power Point
presentation, Prof. Kaczorowska gave a synopsis of Mieczyslaw Haiman’s life and his many
achievements. Later the Polish actor, Stanislaw Malec, beautifully recited poems written by
Haiman. Due to the winter weather, a wreath laying ceremony was held at the portrait of
Mieczyslaw Haiman. The wreath was presented by PMA Pres. Maria Ciesla, PMA Dir. Jan
Lorys, PMA Chairman Wallace Ozog and Consul
General of RP Zygmunt Matynia. When the
weather improves, another wreath laying

ceremony is planned at Haiman's gravesite in St.

Adalbert's Cemetery, Niles, Illinois. The

beautiful memorial event ended with a question

and answer session, coffee and cake.

On January 24, the 2009 Inaugural Ball of
the PNA Chicago Society was held in a Chicago
suburb. The Chicago Society provides charitable
grants through its Foundation. It was a very
elegant Gala, attended by many, including Polish
fraternal organizations. During dinner, guests

Malgorzata Kot & Actor Stanislaw Malec

Prof. T. Kaczorowska

Wreath-laying ceremony at Haiman portrait

Chicago
Soc. Ball |
Chairman
C. Miczko,
Pres.C.
Komosa,
A.
Sokolowski
Rev.
Michal
Osuch &
V. Sikora

Newly-installed officers of the Chicago Society PNA

were serenaded by strolling violinists of the well-known
Anthony Kawalkowski Orchestra. After dinner the Chicago
Society honored its newly-elected officers and an
installation ceremony took place. The swearing-in was
conducted by Illinois State Representative Sara
Feigenholtz. Then President Charles Komosa, who is also
the PNA Secretary, addressed guests and thanked the
previous President, Ron Jasinski, for his work and
involvement. An Award Plaque was presented to Conrad
Miczko, Ball Chairman, for bringing in the most members
to the organization. Congratulations to new officers. It was
an enjoyable evening of dancing, conversations and
fraternal camaraderie.

On Wednesday, January 28, the quarterly Polish
Museum Board of Directors meeting was held. It was
decided that the Annual Summer Ball will be held on June
26th. Please mark that date and plan to attend. In order to
exist the Museum needs your support.

On Friday, January 29th,
) the semi-annual parents
meeting was held at the
Maria Konopnicka Polish
Language School in Oak
Lawn, IL. The school also
holds Saturday classes at
1 Five Holy Martyrs Parish in

Chicago, IL. I met with the

. School Board, School
M. Konopnicka Polish Language Director and parents and
presented the PRCUA

School Parents Club officers ; . -
portfolio of strong financial

products - Life Insurance, Annuity plans which are
available to help provide a secure financial future for the
entire family. During the Q and A session, I answered
questions about PRCUA fraternal benefits, tournaments,
scholarships, loans, etc. I encouraged the parents to join our
organization and be involved in our Societies and Districts.

Special thank you to the School Board for the invitation
and their kind words of praise for the PRCUA for
supporting the school for so many years.

On Saturday, January 31, I visited the M. Konopnicka's
Polish Language School at the
Chicago location and met
with the School Director
Barbara Frankowicz. Later 1
attended a dance practice of
the Southwest Center of [¥
Polish Dancing. The dance
groups were practicing
routines for a special
performance at District #8’s
Annual Luncheon and for
their annual recital in April.
(Continued on page 7)

Students of Southwest Center of
Polish Dancing in class
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(Continued from page 5) Also,
about 60 dancers were
practicing their repertoire
for the International
Children Polish Folklore |
Festival, which will be held
this summer in Poland. After
observing the practices and
talking to the students, §
instructors, choreographers =
and parents, I met with Dance rehearsal at Southwest Center
PRCUA District #8 National of Polish Dancing
Directors Krystyna Lech

and James Rustik.

IMPORTANT DATES TO REMEMBER - The 75th
Annual PRCUA National Basketball Tournament
hosted by Queen Mary of Poland Society #413 will be held
on March 20-22, 2009 in East Chicago, Indiana

The 72nd Annual PRCUA National Bowling
Tournament hosted by PRCUA District #5 will take place
on April 17-19, 2009 in Toledo, Ohio.

For more information, please call our office at 773-782-
2600 ext. 2601 or go to: www.prcua.org

BEST WISHES - Happy Birthday to all the readers
who are celebrating their birthdays in March. Our special
birthday wishes to PRCUA Secretary-Treasurer Joyce
Szarowicz, PRCUA Gen. Office IT assistant Madia Robles,
District #6 National Director Sharon Haberski; Past
District #7 National Director Joseph Boruta; Past District
#8 National Director Barbara Sergeant-Rustik; Polonia
Dance Ensemble School Director Ania Krysinski; Polskie
Maki Dance Ensemble School Director Maria Jalkiewicz;
Gwiazda Dancers School Director Cynthia Cervenak; Ron
Toboy, husband of District #10 National Director Barbara
Toboy; my mother-in-law Rena Sokolowski, PNA Vice
President Paul Odrobina; and Lucjan Rozwadowski. We
wish all of you happiness and
good health always - STO LAT!

Happy Wedding Anni-
versary to my brother-in-law [
and his wife Maria and Bohdan
Sokolowski. May your honey-
moon never end!

Nest wishes to Elizabeth
Rosypal and Jeffrey Miller who
were married on January 17th
in Hammond, IN. Ella is the
former Cinderella of 1991 and
daughter of Narod Polski Exec.
Editor Kathryn Rosypal and
Eugene Rosypal and step- Wedding bells for
daughter of Jolanta Rosypal.  Eila Rosypal and Jeff Miller
May your love be timeless.

CONGRATULATIONS - Our sincere and warm
congratulations to the recipients of 2009 Advocate’ Society’s
Award of Merit - Maria and Richard Ciesla - presented at
their Installation and Awards Dinner held on February
19th. This award recognizes individuals who made
extraordinary and long-lasting contributions and service to
the community and to Polonia. Maria and Richard Ciesla
are PRCUA members and Maria Ciesla is President of the
Polish Museum of America.

Congratulations to PRCUA National Director of District
#5, Mitchell Bienia, who on March 21st will be awarded the
“Good Joe” Polish Heritage Award by the Cleveland Society
of Poles. Mr. Bienia will be honored for his outstanding
service and dedication to his Polish heritage and the
Cleveland community. We extend our best wishes to the
recipients and their families for continuous success.

IN SYMPATHY - Our deepest sympathy is extended to
Vickie Kroplewski and her family at the death of her
beloved Mamusia - Genowefa Bajdas.

“Dear Vickie, your Mom will always be with you - in the
lessons she gave, the life she shared, and the love she
showed. May all beautiful memories of her comfort you and
bring you peace. You and your family are in our thoughts
and prayers. May your Mom rest in eternal peace.”

Take care and keep in touch. Send your comments,
ideas, news to fraternal.department@prcua.org or call1-800-
772-8632 ext.2643. Hope to hear from you soon!
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