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\Z)y Resident Vice President Anna Sokolowski

Dear Readers,

As | am writing this, it is teeth-chattering cold here in Chicago. The Arctic Express has
no mercy and is blasting our area and probably yours, too, with heavy snow, sleet, and
gusty winds. It has been an incredibly snowy winter so far in the Midwest and it is also the
coldest, bitterest month of the year. Some people say February is the coldest month, but
February it is a short month and it is the month for love, romance, and cozy times by the
fireplace and let's not forget the Big Football Game! Dear Readers, let's enjoy the month of
romance and raise a toast to a great relationship with someone dear to you, your family,
friends, acquaintances. We wish you a very Happy Valentine Day with your loved ones!

Speaking of great relationships - how about yours with PRCUA! Let's make 2009 a
great and prosperous year for our organization. Let's set goals for increasing our
membership, revenue and involvement. The PRCUA has so much to be proud of as an
organization that is still powerful in its purpose after 136 years. We can point with pride to
many of our achievements, outstanding products, and good leaders that we had over the
years. But as most organizations, we, also face many challenges. Our membership has been
declining; fewer people know who we are and what we do. So, let's work together by
participating and supporting our activities. Involve your relatives, friends, and neighbors
by introducing them to our organizations and our affordable insurance products. Sign up
more members - they will be the future of our organization. Encourage fellow members to
participate in the PRCUA National Tournaments, local activities, Polish language schools
and dance groups. Attend school plays or dance recitals. Let's look ahead and anticipate
together a challenging and potentially better 2009!

With a new year ahead, it's time to start planning your retirement contributions. Have
you opened your PRCUA Traditional IRA or Roth IRA account? If you have not contributed
in 2008, do not panic. The IRA contribution deadline for the 2008 tax year is April 15, 2009.
You can make your 2008 contributions any time between now and April 15, 2009 or you can
make a contribution for your 2009 tax year as early as Jan. 1, 2009. Please specify which
tax year you are contributing toward. Of course, the sooner you open an IRA, the sooner you
will be eligible to take the tax benefits.

The total contribution limit for IRA in 2009 is the same as in 2008: $5,000. Those people
50 years and older may have a higher maximum of $6,000. Keep in mind that this
maximum is across IRA types, so if you're 49 years old and have already invested $4,000 in
a Roth IRA, you can only add $1,000, whether the amount is invested in a Traditional IRA,
Roth IRA, or split between the two. A Traditional IRA is a great way to build your
retirement nest egg while enjoying the tax benefits. You do not pay tax on your IRA
earnings and deductible contributions until you begin taking withdrawals, usually after you
retire and possibly are in a lower tax bracket. Unlike a Traditional IRA, contributions to a
Roth IRA are not deductible from your gross income on your federal income tax return.
However, since you pay taxes on contributions to the account, the money is tax differed and
withdrawals at retirement are tax free. For more information, please contact your local
deputy or the PRCUA Home Office, our satellite offices in Philadelphia, PA., Cleveland,
OH, and Greenfield, WI. Also, please go to the IRS website:
www.irs.gov/publications/p590/ see IRS Publication 590 "Individual Retirement
Arrangements"” for more information. Keep those applications coming in!

Let me share with you what was going on in the last few weeks:

Christmas season was abuzz with a variety of activities. It was time to celebrate the
season and enjoy friends and family, co-workers, and different organizations. We received
many invitations for Oplatek, Wigilia or Christmas school plays and dance recitals, but it
was impossible to attend all, especially those that were held on the same day.

On December 16, the Annual Christmas "get-together" for the PRCUA Home Office
employees and the PMA employees was held. Our goal is to enable employees to relax and
get to know each other better. Throughout the year, everyone remains preoccupied with
work and there is not much time to interact. We had a big blizzard on that day but the
atmosphere inside was warm, friendly and joyful. We shared Oplatek, sang beautiful

5e traditional Polish and
\ English carols and it turned
out to be a wonderful
i evening enjoyed by all.
| Unfortunately, due to
@ heavy snow and bumper-to-
bumper traffic, it took us
hours to get home.

On December 21, the
Southwest Center of Polish
Dancing (SWCPD), together
with a special guest
) appearance by Wesoly Lud
Dance Ensemble, held its
Christmas Program. The

Jola Zachara, Frank Kociubinski, Helena Glinczak and Maria Grzadziel
enjoying the Christmas Party for employees of PRCUA and PMA

banquet hall
was filled {
with parents, [
grandparents
and guests.
Among them
District #8
Directors -
Krystyna
Lech  and @
James Rustik £
and and
District #9

Dir. Elizabeth

GrabowsKki

and their families.

The stage was filled with §
over 200 dancers in beautiful, §
colorful Polish costumes from |
almost every region of Poland
- it was an unforgettable
sight! All dances were
spectacular; the carol-singing
was beautiful and the
dancers demonstrated high \
standards of superb -
choreography. A highlight was Res. V.P. Anna Sokolowski and her
the perform-ance by the 3 to 5  secretary, Mary Jane Robles
years olds; they tried so hard
to please their teachers, / \
audience and especially their
parents. On stage, they were
adorable, each showing their
best movements, singing
loudly and waving to their
parents - we could see all
happy faces on the stage.
Wesoly Lud Ensemble’s
performance was superb. The
outstanding performances of
dances by different age
groups was done under a
watchful eye of articulated\ /
and very talented Artistic KasiaBudzynand Jenny Crissey
Directors and Choreographers  atEmployee Christmas Party
- Misia and Richard Jaminski
and dance instructors: Virginia Gavaghan, Kalina
Dziadkowiec, Renee Bober, Andrew Lech, Danielle
Kraszewski and Danielle Kroplewski; singing instructors
Richard Jaminski and Annette Nowakowski; and assistants
Aleksandra Herdzik and Danielle Crouchelli. Also thank
you to Dir. Krystyna Lech and her committee for making
sure that the entire performance ran smoothly. All of you
did such an excellent job with your dancers. | can't say
enough good things about your teaching and appreciate all
the effort that you put into your work. 1 wish you all many
years of great success!

When the performance was over, we applauded, and
waited for Santa who had gifts for everyone! Afterward
there was a photo session with Santa, the dance groups,
and instructors. Congratulations to all dancers, teachers
and everyone who helped to make this a thrilling Christmas
program. You made us very proud. So once again, thank you
for making our evening special and the Christmas season
much brighter. On the personal note, | would like to thank
all for their very kind words, flowers and Christmas wishes.
(Continued on page 7)

B

Secy.-Tres. Joyce Szarowicz, Dorothy Bialek and
Supervisor of Dist. #1 Bill Seranko

Anna Wolan, Jan Lorys, Paulina Jakubiec & Fred Tuytens at employee party




<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /All
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /SyntheticBoldness 1.00
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /Unknown

  /Description <<
    /FRA <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create PDF documents with higher image resolution for improved printing quality. The PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Reader 5.0 and later.)
    /JPN <FEFF3053306e8a2d5b9a306f30019ad889e350cf5ea6753b50cf3092542b308000200050004400460020658766f830924f5c62103059308b3068304d306b4f7f75283057307e30593002537052376642306e753b8cea3092670059279650306b4fdd306430533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103057305f00200050004400460020658766f8306f0020004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d30678868793a3067304d307e30593002>
    /DEU <>
    /PTB <>
    /DAN <>
    /NLD <>
    /ESP <>
    /SUO <>
    /ITA <>
    /NOR <>
    /SVE <>
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


