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by Resident Vice President Anna Sokolowski

LLooookkiinngg tthhrroouugghh tthhee WWiinnddooww......

Dear Readers,
It’s hard to believe that summer has come and gone. Here in the Midwest, in the last

days of summer, Mother Nature dealt out a historical amount of rain in a few days.
Persistent rain, lasting more than 24 hours, caused flooding, road closures, lengthy flight
delays and numerous flight cancellations.  What a mess - all thanks to the remnants of
Hurricane Ike. This bad weather affected many of our members; we do hope that all of you
are okay and slowly getting your life back to normal.

Summer was very busy with all kinds of activities. Let me share some of them with you:
On July 12, the Annual Junior Bowling Tournament was held in Dyer, IN. We are very
grateful to District #8 National Director Krystyna Lech and District #9 National Director
Elizabeth Grabowski, who did a terrific job mobilizing the young bowlers and bringing
almost 100 youngsters to this tournament.  It was a record turnout and much appreciated!
Special "thank you" to my secretary Mary Jane Robles, PRCUA employee Madia Robles,
bowling coordinators Lillian and Ralph Stempinski and Mary Gorny, former secretary to
the PRCUA presidents, for all their help before, during and after the tournament.

On July 19 the 56th Annual PRCUA National Golf Tournament was held in Toledo, OH.
Thank you to the 194 golfers who participated in this tournament. Unfortunately, I could
not attend, as I was in Poland with our dance ensembles attending the Festival of Polish
Folk Dance Ensembles in Rzeszow Poland and in Lvov, Ukraine.  I am very grateful to
District #5 for putting on this wonderful tournament. A very special “thank you" to the golf
tournament committee cochaired by Paul Wenzel and Tom Kraszewski for a job well done!

On August 7, the first PRCUA Education Fund luncheon was held in the PRCUA Social
Hall. It was so nice to see so many of our members and friends supporting this event.  Your
generosity will help PRCUA students to continue their education and prepare them for
successful lives. I am sure they will repay that generosity many times over through their
future contributions to our society.  Thank you for your wonderful and generous support!

On Thursday, August 21 the
Polish Museum of America
(PMA) Annual "Volunteer
Appreciation Luncheon" was
held. Many of the PRCUA and
PMA employees, as other
people as well, give of their
time to do volunteer work in
the PMA. The most
prestigious award is presented
to the Volunteer of the Year,
for their total contributions in
hours, willingness to help,
dedication and commitment as
well a quality of volunteer
work. I am very proud to say
that Mary Jane Robles, my
devoted secretary, was selected
as Volunteer of the Year for
2008.  She is one of the hardest
working and most reliable PMA volunteers. She manages the PMA gift store, organizes the
Annual Holiday Crystal, Amber and Gift Sale (held on Nov.15-16 at the PMA) and is always
willing to help at any PMA function.  She never says “No” to any task.  Congratulations and
THANK YOU to all the volunteers, and especially to Mary Jane Robles, for this much

deserved honor. We need more people like her
at the PMA. To volunteer, please contact
Joann Ozog at 773-384-3352 ext.104.

On Friday, August 22, on our way to
the PRCUA National Softball Tournament,
we stopped at the Annual Festival of the Mt.
Carmel Parish in Wyandotte, MI - home of
our National Chaplain Rev. Walter Ptak. It
was so nice to see so many people and youths
in attendance. My husband and I enjoyed
the festival, food and all other festivities.

The next day, the 54th PRCUA
National Softball Tournament, hosted by St.
Stan's Soc. #718 was held at the Woodhaven
Community Fields, MI. We had wonderful

weather! We had 14 teams in this
tournament. All teams, played like
champions. For the first time, we had teams
with 55+ year olds. I was so happy to see so

many new faces at this year's event and for the first time in
last few years it was nice to see so many people cheering at
the tournament! We would like to thank all who
participated. Congratulations to our members who played
in this year's tournament, especially the Champs of the
Men's Division - East Chicago Aces and the Women's
Division - St. Rita's. As always, we had a great time. I have
to admit that I had a blast and enjoyed every minute of the
tournament, including a delicious lunch and the banquet
award dinner. The hosting Soc. #718 sure knows how to
throw a successful tournament! From start to finish
everything was put together and held together, very well. I
would like to take this opportunity to thank PRCUA Soc.
#718 for doing such a marvelous job and thank each
member of the organizing committee who pulled out all
stops to make this tournament one of the most successful
and memorable. A special thank you goes to the
tournament Chairman Dan Gdowski, who spent many
hours behind the scenes making sure that the tournament
ran smoothly. I should not forget Jerry Nasiatka, who sent
e-mails to the Fraternal Department inquiring about the
tournament applications, asking who is coming, how many
teams, who we should contact, etc.  Well done St. Stan's
Soc. #718! We are looking forward to next year's PRCUA
Softball Tournament, which will be held in Michigan and
will be hosted by St. Rita Society #1368.

From August 30 to
September 1, the Polish
Highlanders of America held
their XXVII National
Convention.  Polish
Highlanders of America, with
around 5,000 members, is
considered as one of the most
active and strongest
organizations that promotes
Polish culture and traditions
outside of Poland. The
Convention, held in the
Polish Highlanders Home
(Dom Podhalan) in Chicago,
IL, was attended by 197
delegates and many guests.
The delegates vowed
allegiance and loyalty to the
United States and to their
homeland, Poland. During the
Convention we heard the same
concerns as in our convention -
membership, involvement and
finances. Even though their youth are involved in many
activities - like dancing, music, and language schools, the
organization indicated in its resolution that they must
think about the future.  It is very important to keep the
youth involved in the organization. Older generations
should embrace the youth and make sure that some
functions in the organization’s operations involve the young
people.  Youth are not only Highlanders’ future but
Polonia's future as well.

I had an opportunity, on behalf of PRCUA, to address
the delegates with the congratulatory message.
Congratulations to the newly elected administration and
especially Stanislaw Zagata, who was reelected as
President. On Sunday the banquet was attended by
delegates, clergy, members of the Polish Highlander's
organization, as well  as delegations from various  Polonia's
organizations,  RP Consulate of Chicago Consul General
Zygmunt Matynia and Consul Pawel Pietrasienski and a
very special guest from Poland, Treasurer of "Wspolnota
Polska," Grzegorz Popielarz. 

After the banquet, together with Grzegorz Popielarz, we
attended the Wesoly Lud Polish Folk Dance Ensemble’s get
together.  Even though we arrived late, the bon fire was
still going. Dancers and their parents,  together with the
hosts  Richard and Misa Jaminski, had blast roasting hot
dogs and sausages. Everyone had a great time around the
fire, talking and singing. Back at the house, we shared
wonderful memories and photos of our trip to the XIV
International Festival of Polish Folk (Continued on page 7)

Mary Jane Robles, PMA Volunteer o fthe Year 2008, with 
President Wallace Ozog and Director of the Polish Museum Jan Lorys

(PMA President Maria Ciesla & Librarian Malgorzata Kot are in the back)

V.P. Anna Sokolowski (center) with Jerry Nasiatka (left)
and Chairman Dan Gdowski (right) at the 

PRCUA Softball Tournament 

Res. VP Anna Sokolowski with
Stanley Zagata, President of the
Polish Highlanders of America
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