
On Saturday, February 17, I attended a very special
ceremony welcoming 42 first graders into the John Paul II
Polish Language School in Lemont, IL. It is a very
important ceremonial occasion in which the new student is
symbolically accepted and welcomed into his/her class and
requires a fair amount of prep-aration.  The opening-day
ceremony included a welcome speech by Principal Jolanta
Tatara and the first grade teacher Bozena Lazarska. Both of
them explained the school's expectations and encouraged

students
to attend
t h e
s c h o o l
a n d
s t u d y
v e r y
h a r d .
A f t e r
s i n g i n g
t h e
P o l i s h
Anthem,
all first
g r a d e r s

recited a special pledge that they are willing to learn the
language and history of Poland.  Each student was
presented with a special welcoming diploma and a story
book. Later the new students sang and performed skits.
After the ceremony all of us were invited to the "sweet table"
which was prepared by the first graders’ parents and the
Parent Board.

Later in the evening, my husband and I attended the
68th Annual White and Red Ball, sponsored by the Legion of
Young Polish Women. Each year, the Legion introduces
debutantes at the Ball, who solicit donations from
individuals and businesses in order to support the work of

the Legion. Over the last 67
years. the Legion has collected
and donated over $1,000,000 to
many worthy causes, including
The Polish Museum of
America. At this year's Ball
which is one of the most
elegant and prestigious events
in Chicago,  PRCUA President
Wallace M. Ozog was Master of
Ceremonies. Also in attendance
were  PRCUA Nat’l Directors
from District #7, 8 and 9 with

their spouses and over 600 guests!
On Sunday February 18, my husband and I attended

District #8 Annual Luncheon. This year's theme was "Mardi
Gras". The event is a fundraiser for the district which
included a delicious dinner with "paczki" for dessert, upbeat
sounds of New Orleans music and raffle prizes. Each guest
received shiny beaded necklaces of all shapes and colors and
a feathered mask. A special thank you goes to District # 8,
its organizing committee and its National Directors,
Krystyna Lech and Jim Rustik, for this fun-filled event. (See
photos and details in next issue.)

On Monday, February 19th together with Pres. Wallace
Ozog and Secy.-Tres. Joyce Szarowicz, we arrived in
Cleveland, OH for the Annual meeting and election of
Officers of the Alliance of Poles Federal Credit Union, which
was held on Tuesday, February 20. (Cont. on page 7)
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LLooookkiinngg tthhrroouugghh tthhee WWiinnddooww......

(L-r, back) Dir. Elizabeth & Konrad Grabowski, Past Dir. Barbara Rustik
and Dir. James Rustik, Dir. Krystyna and Thaddeus Lech (front) Dir. Robert

& Dona Bugielski, Ralph and Dir. Lillian Stempinski and
Walter Szarowicz at the White and Red Ball

Most Rev. Thomas Paprocki,
Auxiliary Bishop of Chicago with

Res. V.P. Anna Sokolowski

It is hard to believe that it is getting warmer outside in the last couple days after our
snowy, icy cold winter days in February. I am looking forward to the first warm, sunny days
of Spring. Just a few days ago we had more snow and it took me over two hours to get to
work and more than that to get back home. I am so glad that Spring is "just around the
corner" and we can see the light at the end of the tunnel, therefore I don’t have to make
arrangements to use my office as my sleeping headquarters due to the bad weather!

With gladly anticipated Spring, we also get the dreaded tax season. It is time to face
reality; there’s no way around it, just do it.  It is human nature to put off the filling of taxes
because they are not much fun. Do yourself a favor and start doing your tax preparation
early. If you wait till the last minute, it can lead to stress and mistakes - which can be
costly. You still have time to open PRCUA Annuity account before the income tax deadline
of April 15th! The minimum deposit is only $300 and the PRCUA interest rate is 6%!

Let me share with you what has happened the lately. On Saturday, February 10th, I
attended the renowned opera by Stanislaw Moniuszko "Straszny Dwor" or "Haunted
Manor". Over 200 artists, including soloists, choir, symphony orchestra and dancers
participated in this beautiful opera. I was pleased to see so many students from Polish
language schools and our dance schools attending this opera, which was written in 1861
and finished in 1864 by the outbreak of the January Uprising (1864) in Poland. After it was
written, due to the patriotic theme recalling of the glorious days of the past, which at the
same time included the bright message of the future, it was banned by the Russians
censors. The "Hunted Manor" is considered to be one of Moniuszko's greatest achievements.
This Opera reminded us of Poland's historical past - it's rich history, traditions and culture
- have survived over 100 years of captivity and many ordeals of denationalization. 

Later that day, I attended the Polish
Language Schools graduating class
"Prom" or "Studniowka". It is called
"Studniowka" (from sto, meaning 100,
and dni, meaning days), because it's
100 days before the most important
exam, matura, which ends education
in Polish high school. It was held in
the Chicago Suburban Hotel's
Ballroom, which was decorated with
balloons and it looked very beautiful.
Over 600 students and teachers from
the Chicagoland area Polish language
schools attended this event along with
specially invited quests. The Polish
Teacher Association invited me to give
a brief speech to all the students, many

of whom are PRCUA members from PRCUA sponsored
language schools and dance groups. After all the speeches
and dinner, according to tradition, the "Studniowka"
opened with the Polish national dance "Polonez" which was
beautifully performed by the PNA Wici dance group. Later,
"Wici" invited all students, teachers and quests into a
dance procession that traveled through the entire
ballroom. All the young ladies wore beautiful, elegant prom
dresses and the young men wore suits. There are also a few
superstitions surrounding the "Studniowka:" students
should wear red underwear to that party to be sure to pass

the final exams and if you want to avoid failing the exam, do not cut your hair between the
"Studniowka" and the final exam!  The dinner and dancing provided a beautiful atmosphere
and fun for all. Students danced late into the night to more popular, modern music. I was so
pleased by students and PRCUA members, who approached me with a hug and also asked
me to dance with them.

This night is one of the most
important social events in a
teen's life. It combines a party
atmosphere, a sense of saying
goodbye to high school and
carefree days and, yes, a bit of
romance! It was a beautiful,
perfect evening the memory of
which will be cherished by the
students for the rest of their
lives. I would like to thank
the Polish Teachers
Association of America with
its President, Helena
Ziolkowska, for the invitation.
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