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March 17, 2008

Illinois Celebrated 30th Annual Pulaski Day

Chicago, IL - This year marked the State of Illinois’ ceremony reception held in the PRCUA Board
30th Annual Celebration of the Pulaski Day Holiday, which Room. The program began with Director of the
is celebrated on the first Monday in March. The official Polish Museum of America (PMA), Jan Lorys,
ceremony was conducted at the Polish Museum of America introducing PMA Pres. Maria Ciesla, who warmly
in Chicago, IL. welcomed everyone. She introduced Wallace Ozog,

Wallace Ozog, PRCUA President and PMA Chairman of who as PRCUA President and PMA Chairman of
the Board, welcomed dignitaries as they arrived for the pre-  the Board, was MC of the program.

His Excellency Bishop Thad Jakubowski gave
the invocation, which was followed by the singing of
i the Polish and American National Anthems.

The first guest speaker was Hon. Janice
& Schakowsky, U.S. Representative of the 9th
District, followed by Hon. Alexi Giannoulis,
27| Treasurer of the State of Illinois. Aurelia Pucinski,
Judge of the Circuit Court of Cook County, who Bishop Thomas Paprocki and Bishop Thad
faithfully attends the Pulaski Day Celebration every = Jakubowski, Archdiocese of Chicago
4 year, address the assembly. / \
Next, the Polish American Congress (PAC) lllinois Division in
conjunction with Jewel/Osco presented scholarships to five college
students of Polish descent:

Illinois Div. President Chris Kurczaba presented a $3,000
check to the PMA on behalf of Jewel/Osco, which was gladly
accepted by Pres. Maria Ciesla and Chairman Wallace Ozog.
National City Bank, represented by President Joseph Gregoire,

also presented a donation for

Dignitaries at the wreath laying ceremony $5.000 to the PMA. which
(Photos by Teresa Buckner and Lidia Kowalewicz) / \ appreciated the generous

contribution.
Next, Dr. Lidia\ /

Filus of the Council of consul Gen. of the Republic
Educators in Polonia  ofPoland in Chicago
presented awards to the Zygmunt Matynia
winners of the group’s high
school essay contest. Hanna Kapica presented awards
to the Council’s talent contest winners and Kenneth
Gill presented awards to the elementary school essay
K / contest winners. The contest winners were
congratulated by Chicago’'s Mayor Richard Daley and
Danuta Kowalik, Anita Alverez, other dignitaries. Many members of the Council of
Pat Michalski and Judy Baar Topinka Educators in Polonia were present.
Cook County Treasurer Maria Pappas addressed the
/ \ crowd and impressed everyone by reading a letter in Polish.
Ewa Sieradzki, Commander Christine Coleman, Mrs. Bozena Matynia, Illinois Lieutenant Governor Patrick Quinn spoke about
Consul Geeral. of the Republic of Poland Zygmunt Matynia the significance of Pulaski Day. Illinois Governor Rod
Blagojevich was unable to attend the Pulaski Day
/ \ Celebration and Ewa Sieradzki, from the Governor’s Office
of Protocol, represented him at the event.

Of course, the highlight of the program was the
address of Mayor Richard M. Daley, who honors the Polish
American community with his presence at this event
almost every year.

His Excellency Bishop Thomas Paprocki closed the
program with benediction and Chairman Ozog invited
\ / everyone to attend a reception in the Social Hall, followed

by the showing of the film in the Great Hall entitled:

Llinois Lt. Gov. Patrick Quinn
\ / addressing the assembly / \

llinois Division PAC/Jewel scholarship winners with Mayor Richard Daley

(far right) ““Casimir Pulaski: Polish and
American Hero,” Jolanta
/ \ Kessler-Chojecka - Director,

with the cooperation of Colonel
Tadeusza Krzastek. Both were
available to answer questions
after the film presentation.
Members of the Kosciuszko
Guards, dressed in quasi-
military uniforms, served as an
Honor Guard for the event.
Among the dignitaries in

attendance were Hon. Lucyna \ /
K / Jaremczuk, Head Consul of the
Commercial Division of the pua pres. Maria Ciesla, National City Bank President Joseph Gregoi
Winners of the Council of Educators in Polonia’s essay and talent contests . ’ ’ Iy bank Fresident Joseph Gregoire
f f 4 (Continued on page 9) and Chairman Wallace Ozog

with presenters and dignitaries
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